LOCAL 

Gain of 400 jobs 
at Robins won’t 
mean loss of 
jobs at Hill 7 a 



SPORTS 

Mary Persons 
basketball team 
feels good about 
its title chances ib 
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Documentary filmmakers John Haskell and Mark Hooten, center, mike up Macon television personality Del Ward on Wednesday at the 
1842 Inn, where longtime Maconites were interviewed about their recollections of the Pig’n Whistle. The drive-in barbecue restaurant on 
U.S. 41 closed in 1978, but there are still plenty of old-timers with memories of the place and particularly some of the notables who worked 
there, such as Little Richard and Otis Redding. 



LOCAL 

SERIOUS CRASH 
OFF 1-75 NORTH 

A Bibb County sheriffs 
deputy spotted red 
taillights and discovered 
an SUV had crashed into 
the woods. 3A 



LOCAL 


Pig’n Whistle 
will be reborn 
in documentary 



PigNWhistle.net 

The Pig’n’ Whistle as it looked in 1970, more than four decades after 
it opened as “Macon’s Newest Novelty.” 


BY STANLEY DUNLAP 

sdunlap@macon.com 

Many folks across Middle 
Georgia remember the Pig’n 
Whistle as a spot for great bar¬ 
becue and a popular place to 
hang out. But the Macon res¬ 
taurant had its own connec¬ 
tions to music history. 

Longtime residents have 
shared memories of “the Pig” 
for a documentary about the 
drive-in restaurant, which 
opened in Macon in 1928 and 
closed in 1978 just before 
Christmas. 

Among those who once 
worked the curb there were 


“Little Richard” Penniman, the 
self-proclaimed “architect of 
rock ‘n’ roll,” and soul legend 
Otis Redding. It was a place 


that Capricorn Records exec¬ 
utives and members of the 
Allman Brothers Band fre¬ 
quented. Also, playwright Ten¬ 


nessee Williams wrote a part of 
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” there. 

Mark Hooten, whose father 
was a former owner of the 
restaurant, says the Pig made 
its mark on blues and rock ’n’ 
roll. 

Hooten is helping put togeth¬ 
er the documentary, which will 
include interviews with Mayor 
Robert Reichert, Bibb County 
Sheriff David Davis and others. 
The documentary will also 
venture outside of Macon in 
order to tell the restaurant’s 
story. 

“The Pig’n Whistle is the first 
landmark associated with the 
creation of rock ’n’ roll,” Hoo¬ 
ten said. 

“The first thing, you had 
Little Richard there in late ’40s 
and ’50s, (then) you had Otis 
Redding there. Those guys 
were instrumental in what 
became rock ‘n’ roll, soul music 
and what became R&B,” Hoo¬ 
ten said. “They were already 
there practicing on the curb ... 
practicing their vocals.” 

Little Richard’s cousin, Stan¬ 
ley Stewart, who is helping 
produce the documentary, said 
the number of people with ties 

SEE PIG’N WHISTLE, 7A 


Suspect gave off warning 
signs of a dangerous mind 


FLORIDA SCHOOL SHOOTING 


BY KELLI KENNEDY 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, FLA. 

Months before authorities 
say Nikolas Cruz walked into 
his former high school and 
slaughtered 17 people, the trou¬ 
bled teen began showing what 


may have been missed warning 
signs he was bent on violence. 

“Im going to be a profession¬ 
al school shooter,” a YouTube 
user with the screen name 
“Nikolas Cruz” posted in Sep¬ 
tember. 

The 19-year-old had gotten 
expelled from Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School. A 


former Junior ROTC cadet, he 
bought a military-style AR-15 
carbine. And he began to par¬ 
ticipate in paramilitary drills 
with a white nationalist organi¬ 
zation, according to its leader, 
Jordan Jereb. 

Jereb, leader of Republic of 
Florida, told The Associated 
Press on Thursday that his 


Q MORE INSIDE 

• Frustration grows with inability to pass 
gun laws, 2A 

• Sheriff’s report says suspect confessed 
to killing students, 2A 

• AR-15 is mass killers’ go-to weapon, 2A 

group seeks to create a white 
state. He said he didn’t know 
Cruz personally but was told 
the young man had “trouble 
with a girl,” and he suggested 
the timing of the Valentine’s 
Day attack wasn’t a co¬ 
incidence. 

Students and neighbors re- 

SEE SHOOTING, 7 A 


YOU’VE GOT TO 
HAVE HOPE’ 

Stories and lessons from 
Georgia high school 
football coaching legend 
Billy Henderson, who 
died Wednesday. 3A 


NATION & WORLD 

IMMIGRATION 
BILLS FAIL 

The GOP-controlled 
Senate blocked both 
Trump’s immigration 
plan and a bipartisan 
alternative. 8A 



ON NBC TV 
TONIGHT >C 

Men’s figure skating; 
women’s super-G alpine 
skiing; women’s freestyle 
skiing aerials and 
slopestyle; women’s 
skeleton 


MEDAL COUNT £ % 


Country 

G 

S 

B 

Tot 

Norway 

6 

7 

4 

17 

Germany 

9 

2 

4 

15 

Canada 

4 

5 

4 

13 

Netherlands 

5 

5 

2 

12 

United States 

5 

1 

2 

8 


As of 7 p.m. EST Thursday 


MORE WINTER OLYMPICS 
COVERAGE INSIDE, 3B 
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